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Ibeſe things T- write unto thee that tho 


Ru of tr uh. 


Da Aving 3 in a former e though 
ei delivered in? another place, conſi- 
| dered the ſcripture characters of the 
Church of Chriſt; and ſeveral alſo 
of thoſe marks which Cardinal Bel- | 
larmine lays down as the notes of Rl 
be true Church, in order to prove that this cha-. 


Ker belongs to the Church of Rome; I beg 


| Bi renn. Thurſday, Jan. 16, 75 


FE To : 


mayeſt Enow how thou owhieſt to behave 
thy ſelf in the bouſe of God, which is tbe 
church of the living God, the Pillar and 


ave here to reſume that ſubject, becauſe I then 
ſt it imperfect, The Cardinal's notes which! 
len conſidered, were theſe: 1. The name (a- il 
lick, aſſumed by the Church of Rome. 2. An= | 

quity, 3. Perpetual and uninterrupted duration. 
The amplitude, or multitude, and variety E 
flevers. 5. The ſucceſſion of Biſhops in the 
durch of Rome, from the Apoltiey 4 to che pre- 
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r of tr uh. 


2 Aving i in a former Aitccurte, though ; 
delivered in another place, conſi- 
dered the ſcripture characters of the 
Church of Chriſt; and ſeveral alſo 
of thoſe marks which Cardinal Bel- 
uw larmine lays down as the notes of 
lie true Church, in order to prove that this cha- 
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neter belongs to the Church of Rome; I beg 


kave here to reſume that ſubje&, becauſe I then 


left it imperfect. The Cardinal's notes which I 


lien conſidered, were theſe: 1. The name Ca- 
lick, aſſumed by the Church of Rome. 2. An- 
iguity. 3. Perpetual and uninterrupted duration. 
{ The amplitude, or multitude, and variety of 
elievers. 5. The ſucceſſion of Biſhops in "the | 
church of Rome, from che Apoſiles to che kee 
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Theſe thins T write unto thee, that thou : 
mayeſt Enow bow thou owbteſt to behave 


thy ſelf in the houſe of God, which is the 
church of the living God, the e's and = 
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= CCS 1 a 
ſent times. 6. Agreement in docttine with the {al exe 
antient church. 7. The union of the member, If tot 
among themſelves, and with the head. 8. San- ; its e 
ctity, or holineſs of doctrine. As to thele, | ypinef 
have ſhewn, either that they are no marks of the Lrptan 
Church of Chriſt; or that if they are, they do good 


not belong to the Church of Rome. Hot 


1 85 WO. re ED FFF V ale l 
The Cardinal's ninth note is, Efficacy ꝙ 4. il tht 
erine; for the true Church alone, ſays he, puſeſ. fn cal 
ſeth that doctrine, which converteth the Soul, Jp 
But, upon a little conſideration, it will appear, | the! 


that this note is far from ſerving the Cardinals Jſhed 


purpoſe: For the efficacy and ſucceſs of doctrines, cor 
may be aſcribed to various caules Jl 
Sometimes to the natural, intrinſick excelleneß Luth 
of the doctrines themſelves; their being evidently can 
_ agreeable to truth and reaſon, and tending to Fi ou 
promote valuable and worthy ends. To thele Us 
cauſes, the ſucceſs of the goſpel religion ws al! 85 
owing upon its firſt publication, though preached ich is 


by men contemptible, as to outward appearance, faultif 


who had neither arms nor eloquence to enforce fn the 
20: . 5 f . 2 ; ; 5 Mt; ; 
it on, or recommend it to the world; yea, tho fe if 


the doctrines they preached had no temporal ad- ie fa 


vantages to recommend them, bur the profeſſion Pen? 


of them was almoſt ſure to be attended with per- Fiuted 
ſecution, poverty, and death. And this ſucceſs liſcix 


d Efficacia doctrinæ; ſola enim vera Eccleſia habet doctrinam.— ys l 
convertentem animam. Cap. 12, = „5 n 
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al excellency and goodneſs ; its approving ic 
[to the reaſon and conſciences of mankind ; 
its evident tendency to promote the higheſt 
gpinefs of men, in the knowledge, ſervice, and 
[:zorance of God; was, amongſt many others, 
Ie good argument of its truth, and agreeable- 
{it the will of God. Whereas the peculiar 
Tirines of the Church of Rome, cannot poſſibly 
tr any efficacy upon theſe accounts; becauſe 
Hare many of them abſurd, and contradictory 
4ill the principles of eaten, and almoſt all of 
tn calculated to promote the power and profit ” 
e prieſts, and to bring the Church of God 
tze moſt abject and deplorable en 
Iſhe doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation is an inſult 
n common ſenſe; an objection which © Bel 
nme urges againſt ſome of the principles of 
Lutherans, to ſhew they cannot be true: For, 
y can that be the body and blood of Chriſt, 
Fich our ſight, ſmell, feeling, and raſting, al 5 
eus is nothing more than a wafer, or piece of 
a? How can the individual body of Chriſt, 
Fc is but one, and which is now in heaven, 
mliplied into a thouſand bodies at once, and 
athe ſame inſtant in a thouſand places, and 
ua thouſand times over upon earth, and yet, 
ie ſame time, remain whole and uneaten in 
ben? How is it poſſible that Chriſt, who 
Fiuted the Sacrament, could he him: elf to 
L lſciples with his own hands, ſes nimſelf 
#2, iwallowed, and devoured by chem, with- 


ſi repugnar verde ut 1 as ſcribat; 11juriam o gere 


Ray kalibas qui hoc dicunt. Ve Not. Eceleſ. N Not. ö. 
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out being eaten, ſwallowed, and devoured zt l Ha. a 
be at the ſame time broken, and unbroken; with ay 0 
in his Apoſtles, and without them; be at thi ures, 
fame inſtant ſolid as bread, and liquid as vine: jos he 
be as big as a man, and as ſmall as a morſe af Ito th 
bread? Was ever invention ſo monſtrous as this) \ 0 
Ever any doctrine compounded of ſuch palpabl;! ating 
and ſtupid abſurdities? Is it not an outrage ypy Fiona] 
every thing called ſenſe or reaſon? Farr: 
Again, the worſhip of images, pictures, dea nö, t. 
mens bodies, relicks, and the like things, is 2 Jin of 
_ contradiction to the plaineſt dictates of truth ad iy; 0 
' reaſon, which lead us to the adoration and wor. Her, : 
| ſhip of God, the ſupreme and ultimate object of Fx our: 
worſhip ; who cannot be repreſented by any ſen. Fich is 
_ fible appearances, nor approve of any veneration Tie, ar 


x given by tational beings to dead, inanimate ch. ; tency, 


jects, that have neither eyes to ſee, nor ears to bear, Jo ( 
nor tongues to ſpeak with, MKall 


I am willing to allow, that the worſhip pid 
to theſe things is relative only, or given to them ind, 
for the relation they have to the objects they te-. N- 
| Preſent: So alſo was the worſhip paid by mam I boc 
Heathens d to the images, temples, and altats, af f uf 
their gods; which, notwithſtanding, the Sctip- Au; | 
tures condemn as a very heinous fin, and mon-Fihip 
ſtrous impiety: And with the higheſt reaſon; u 
becauſe dead and lifeleſs images, or pictures, catFuant 
4 Tiewgwper@- In ac Tr ate Toy Fear evorts die, 
5 Bd a ot 
x peTe TwOr amoCacror eis Th 1594 THY Vewl, Kat Th ayUM, . 
pale Tuns x oN Gr, oeCouer©r one ay £1 mages [as url 
Ts Fees Ayanua]eyae nar Bujrcs, N H accis's guaeiiiiihh . 
xt Tay]e amnus TH T,: Tvpboncy ot ma]eges 295 Ths . 
guTias r N 8 Wea ex E, Fx; VOUITOfED, GAA We i alle 
Tas yes Feeanevoups: Julian, p. 293. Edit, Spanhem, 


tree, 


bel. 


(7 ] 

o proper repreſentations of the living, ſpi- 
ll Ll, and inviſible God; and therefore not 
kb. Joby of any relative veneration, becauſe thoſe 
eee, or pictures, cannot in the nature of 
dez ars have any poſſible relation to him, or con- 
of qto the mind any true idea of him. 
ö to the images and pictures of Chriſt, the 
ble Ping and worſhiping them is an abſurd and 
don Nona! ſuperſtition. For beſides that, there i is 
I p arrant. for this in the New Teſtament re- 
eil Ib tis impoſſible to make any true repreſen- 
s en of him, as exalted to the right hand of 
ad Jy; or that an idol, made by the ſtatuary or 
07 Her, and called by ES name, ſhould deſerve 
of In outrward proſtration, or inward veneration, 
ſens ſich is due to Chriſt himſelf ; the wood, the 
ion Jie, and metal, having no more intrinſick ex- 
cb. 
ear 


A - 


no Chriſt, after the artificer hath formed | it, 
Falled it by his name, than when growing in : 
ail Free, or buried in the bowels of che earth. 
hem ud, as to the images and pictures of the 
te. in Mary, and the Saints, together with their 
nag) 
al andle, worſe folly and ſuperſtition than the 


crip-Fer; becauſe there is no reaſon or precept for 
= hiping thoſe perſons themſelves, and, by 
Hon; 


quence, none for worſhiping their images, 
wants of their bodies, or any thing that be- 
bio them. And if the worſhiping them 
bout warrant, yea, in oppoſition to the 
felt intimations to the contrary, is real ido- 
y what name of reproach muſt the wor- 
ng or wenne their images and relicks 

deſerve? 


can 


wide! 
a youll 
$ 20rd 
N 
1s Ho- 
1 al 


be 


Facy, and bearing no more likeneſs or rela- 


u bodies and relicks, the worſhiping them is, 


[8] 


deſerve ?. This practice of worſhiping dead hn 


dies, and ſcraps of bodies, is more ſtupid ad} 


abſurd, than almoſt any thing to be found 1 
mongſt the Pagans; who, though they of 
deified their dead heroes, yet either burned thi; 
bodies, or let them remain quiet and undiſturkt 
in their graves and ſepulchres: And on this. 

count Julian reproaches the Chriſtians of hi 

time, becauſe hey? turned to the worſhip of th 
dead and their relicks. And in another pl 
'.ciays, Who can ſufficiently abhor your prafliy 
in adding ſo many new dead perſons to him why. 

. merly died? You have filled all places with [3 
pulchres and monuments, though 'tis no where tn. 
manded you to rneel before and worſhip tim, 

| ye, in oppoſition to the words of Tf, Ma 


" XXBK-27. 


Other inſtances might be mentioned; ſuch s 
worſhiping in an unknown tongue, and keeping 


the Scriptures from the knowledge of the peopl; 
| becauſe common ſenſe and reaſon evidently allute 


urs, that there can be no rational devotion vitt- 
out knowledge; and that if the ſcripture be tis 
word of God, and contains a revelation of tit 


divine will to all mankind, all mankind mult: 


concerned to underſtand it, and muſt by *. 
ceſſary conſequence have a right to read a 


e Jearch it. 


eat res Venges nat Th Nee pi]a]t)gavuirs Jul 


p. 43 


716 ay mes i ui masle , Tager , 


u KA Toi 8K, wignat Tag , udα,ðP Tos Tags Ae 


eic ku E215 THY av]us, &c. Cyril. cont. Jul. p. 335. 
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by And as theſe, and the like doctrines, are evi- 


all ently abſurd and contradictory to the principles 
(if reaſon ; fo they are plainly calculated, not to 
fte nomote any real, wiſe and valuable purpoſe, 
Wer bot to aggrandize the power of the prieſts, and 
ted} 11 be a laſting fund of riches to the clerg-. 
zr. har an high opinion muſt the people have of 


mul heir prieſts, if they can be brought to b. ieve, 


eur by mutteripg a few words, rl:ey can change 
ae; morfel of bread into their S:vioi ir and God? 
2 That they can grant them diipent. tons and in- 
f. lgences, and authoritatively abſolve then fro: 


„u their guile? 


ID from t 


PIN like {uperiti.ions ? How vaſt the 


Lens conduct and contclences, and have a power 
J' enjoin them what diſcipline, and Penances, 
Tad latisfactions they pleale f 


Jowledge and virtue, and the nappinels of 
Juokind, but the dominion ana z andure of the 
| tlelts, at the expence, and oon e 


* what it will, it can be no evideuce t.! at cheir 
durch 18 che church or. Curiit; 


That they can deliver 1 55 5 * 

en. om all the pains of Purgatory, and {end them 
ben; rait to heaven by the repetition of a few maſſes 

lan r their ſouls? How large are che revenues that 
the profica ble doctrines of FULgMOTY, 
0 8Y nf alles, - prieitly abſolutions, B „ and the 
influence, 
ich the Prieſts and confeflors have over pri- 
ale ute perſons, families, and nations, by auricular 
Aontefions, when they are let into the f<crets of 


CES = HON ⁵² U A PA 


The truth is, che 
nole ſyſtem of Povery is a ſcheme of ambition 
ld woridly policy, calculated nor to promote 


moſt cer- 
un ruins of each of theie dear and vaiunhle in- 1 
Treſts. So that let the efficacy of tneit doctrines 


Lecauie that 
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[ 10 5 
cap cannot proceed from the intrinſick ex 
ee doftrines, their conformit 0 
A reaſon, and their tendency to Res by 
the real intereſt an! nappineſs of mankind, 
= 8 he efficacy of particul r doctrines, however : 
: rn and fate, and particularly of thoſe of To thl. 
the church of Rozic, may be very eaſily account In w 
for, by reaſons that will reflect but little honoyr Ius vw 
upon the ſucceſs that may attend them. When ad ol 
doctrines are invented juitable to the corrup: Kabia 
paliions and aſteions of mankind, fuch dodrine rm! 
_ as tend to render them eaſy in their vices, an! arted 
reconcile ſalvation with the immoralities of! rived 
, wicked life; A n Wonder thitt even the gene. il othe 
rality of mankind, who are led more by the in. N, 
ſtincts of ſenſe, than the dictates of reaſon, ſhoud gute 
be found to countenance and embrace them; ah l 
For as Bellarmzine obſerves, under this very note“, I e 

Mhat drfficalty is there to inſtil poiſon into d mn, doubt 
Wh 9 ts ready prepared to tate it? Hence dt. Pal YE) 
aſcribes the prevalence of error to this very caule pf. 
Thus he tells the The/aicnians, that God would Add 


fend a ſtrong deluſion, that thoje ſhould believe 4% 50 # 
nz, 1 


otrin 
% fort 

Aga! 
v&r1n 
nd th 


who had pleaſure in unrighteruſneſs, 2 Theſſ ii. 


10, 11, 12. And in his ſecond epiſtle to Timiti, 


he ſays, vi men and jeducers ſhall was worſe an 


worſe, deceiving and being deceived, Chap. 11. 13. 


Some of the doctrines of Mahometanijm were] 


thus made palatable to the inclinations of thiok, 


to whom that impoſtor addreſfed himſelf; and 


that this is really the caſe with many of tie 


E Quæ enim difficultas eli inſillare venenum komini parat? d. 


dcctrines 


2d ſumen dumm 


in t 
n the 


itil 1 


1 


5 former head. 

10 h ' 

i Again; the preva ence or efficacy of corrup 
1 "rines, is oftentimes owing to deep 1 ignorance 
N 4 the want of means of Peter information. 

1 ſo this the ſuperſtitions and 1dolatries of Paga- 
k 


n were in a great meaſure to be Atiribüted 
[This was one reaſon of the ſucceſſes of Mahomet; 
ad of the ethcacy of his doctrine amongſt the 
gabians; and the Papiſts well know chat their 
errors and antichriſtian practices are ſup- 


rired the people of the ſacred ſcriptures, and of 
lputes about religion, and inculcate an implicit 


Jude about the iruth of her deciſions. And is 
2 protection of i ignorance? * 


Emile uſe of, to propagate their doctrines ; 
. thoſe pretended miracles which they boaſt 


„ in the church of Rome, whereby they impoſe _ 

ut In the credulity of the weak multitude, and 

„il into their minds an high veneration for the - 

. þ | 

ere reateſt abſurdities and corruptions they have in- 

ſs Iaduced into the houſe of God. Thus to per- 
þ| 


ade them that the conſecrated wafer | is the body 


Ke Note VIII. 


atrines of Popery: hath been ſewn under 


 Yrirted by the tame foundation. They have tle: 


other books that may tend to their informa- 
bn, They: rigorouſly prohibit all inquiries and Y 


ith in the dictates of the church, and repreſent 
Is an heinous ſin, ſo much as to queſtion or 


:any wonder that error {ſhould flouriſh under 
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add to this the great ſubtleties, and many arts 


n 


al blood of Chriſt, they have invented ſtories 
* wafers dropping | blood when they have been 
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114 
pierced and cut by wicked Hereticks; 
preientations of which, in pictures, 

have ſeen publickly hung up in their 


luded people. To confirm them in the worſhi 


of images, : they tell them of cheir ſweating 
| ö 


moving their eyes, bowing their heads, and per. 
forming many wonder ful cures; which are either 
the tricks of cunning prieſts, or owing to fin- 
nical deluſions; it being impoſſible that Go 
ſhould perforin any miracles for the eſtabliſh. 


ner the liquefaction of St. Fanuartins's blood, the 
- miraculo'.s Cres which have been {aid to be 
_ wroughi by relicks, and the like rogueries of the 


Prieſts, are arts to keep up an impure veneration 


tor cad bodies, bus of bones, and the fragment 
oi croffes and tattered garments. Thus alſo they 
_ have feigned apparitions of fpirits tortured in 


Puręatory, detiring the prayers of the living; 


and ol otuer ſpirits delivered from pain and priſon 


by their prayers and maſſes; to propagate e 


notion, and eſtabliſh the people in the gaintul 
doctrines of Purgatory and maſſes. It would be 
endleſs to mention all the inſtances of this kind 
2 that may be pr oduced, and the nu mberleſs frauds 
that have been uſed to impoſe on the people; 
many of which have been diſcovered to the 


ſhame and confuſion of the authors and practiſess 
of them. . a „ 


Beſides this, they frequently endeavour to fup- 
port and colour over their doctrines by the ſound 

of ſeripture- expreſſions; or by altering the words 
and corrupting the ſenſe of it. Thus, to 2 


lively re. 
I my 4g 
1 Ss | church: 
for the admiration and eſtibliſhment of the * 


ment of fo impious a ſuperſtition. In like mag. 


ir pee 
uw, th. 
Imma! 
x0, ha! 
je doc 
ral ſe 
il the!“ 


157 doc 


| ulefſec 


ove tl 


I')riſt, 


race © 


Ae to ( 
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ammu 
e div 
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Filces ; 
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1 have ſometimes taken away the Gola | 
ent; and, to keep up the number of 
a have divided the tenth into two. To prove 
doctrine of Tran ſubſtantiation, they urge the 


ral ſenſe of the words, This is my body. "And, 


the! lame way, they might prove that Chriſt 
1 door, and a vine; and that God himſelf is 


| aſe of all bodily parts and paſſion To 


wie that holy order! is a ſacrament inſtituted by 
(rſt they Cite thoſe words, Do this in re mem 
unte of me; Wn: ch a child may ſee do not re- 


„eo Chriſt's granting his Apoſtles a power to . 
Inſcrate the 55 and wine, but to their cating 8 
Tir bread in remembrance of him. In ſupport of 
I: dtrine of Purgatory, they urge, He 1 4c. 
Jul be Javed, yet 70 as by fire; tO Which hey 
[rc added, in ſome of their verfions, by the fire 
| Purgatory. Innumerable ſuch abuſes may be 


ly ſeen by thoſe, who will be at the Pains to 


Intult their confellions and catechiſms. 
And co render all theſe arts, and the like, the 


ure effectual, che Romiſh prieſts pretend great 


Jimpaſſion for the ſouls of people, and boldly 


l them there is no ſalvation out of their church; 


ſu, as Proteſtants, they are in a damnable 
ne; that Proteitants allow ſalvation in the 
Iamunion of the church of Rome; that they 


t divided amongſt themſelves, and that they 


| aſure and condemn each other for their diffe- 
Fixes; and to render all theſe arts the more 


val, they ſtrengthen them with money and 
its, and other the like ee of e 


0 EN 
And finally, where all theſe things wil al - 
do, they have other methods, not leſs POwerfyl { pleal 
to convince and convert gainſayers, and ſecur ty 
the defired efficacy to their doctrines. Tis bp great 
known that Hereſy amongſt the Papiſts is a cr. H pP 
Piral crime, and puniſhed in the moſt dreadfil wild, 
manner that the art of man can invent; au Hie, 
: that, according to them, | it conſiſts in believing on | 
any thing contrary to the received opinions of fncec 
their church, or not believing in all matter x l 6 
the church believes. Now how is it poll i ACC 
that what they call Hereſy, which is in realiy I- Kin 
truth and righteouſneſs, ſhould ever ſpread + 5 fc 
mongęſt them, when they ſcruple no methods of N 
injuſtice and violence to ſuppreſs it in its ne 4 
and prevent its growth? This hath been ther J“ 
way in all ages, either to convert men by fore, J“ br 
or deſtroy all oppoſers of their errors and ſuper. Net 
ſtitions. Thus they propagated and ſupported Rent 
them in Great Britain by fire and faggot; in ny 
Ireland by the maſſacre of above one hundred fe 
and forty thouſand Proteſtants; in France iy}, 
- publiſhing cruſadoes againſt Hereticks, deſtroy: Ju. 
ing their cities, and murdering thouſands lot Fri 
their religion and conſciences; and by the Fu: 3 
riſian maſſacre, for which, though contrivet I. in 
and carried on, and executed with diabolical per E. Ot 
fidiouſneſs and cruelty, a jubilee was appoints... 
at Paris, and ſolemn thanks returned to God, az! © 
though it had been a ſacrifice acceptable to hin wrap 
And not only thus, but as Thuanus * tells us, the); oh 
received the news of it at Rome with tranſports pd 
s tui 


3 Thuanus, Vol. III. p. 140. Edit, Buck! id f 2. 
1 


— 


Cure 
wel 
ca. 


þ great 4 favour conterred on the See of Rome, 


ce And I have now by me an oration of 


ing on) Miretus, in praiſe of Charles IX. pro- | 


; anced at Rome before Pope Gregory XIII. in 


8 0 | | _ | FF | 85 | | 
ie Yb accurſed ſlaughter was committed; extols 
Ie king, queen- mother, and brethren of the 


2 for the ſhare they had in this execrable 


| 

SO; : 5 1 
i, Fitter, for his going in proceſſion 1 return 
Er % / God and St. Lewis for the welcome news, 


. port their ſuperſtitions by dragoonings, impri- 
el [ments and death, in that kingdom J and in 
a %, and Portugal, and Italy, by the accurſed 
re Petities of an Inquiſition. % 
noctem illam memorabilem, et in faſtis eximiæ alicujus note 


done Ggnandam ! quæ paucorum ſeditioſorum interritu, regem 
for Nbati cis periculo, regnum a perpetua civilium bellorum for- 
Pa. xe liberavic. . Qua quidem nocte ſtellas equidem ipſas luxiſſe 
ontidius arbitror, et flumen Scquanam mayorcs undas volviile, 
net lla impurorum hominum cadavecra evolveret ct cxonerarct in 


pel⸗ , O feliciſſunam mulicrem Catharinam regis matrem, quæ cum 


{nos admirabili prudentia parique ſollicitudine regnum filio, 


| O regis fratres, ipſos quoque beatos!—0 diem denique 
zm. L plenum lætitiæ et hilarttatis, quo tu, Beatiſime Pater, hoc ad 


het co allato, Deo immortali, et Divo H ludovico regi, cujus hec 


5 ol pervigilio evenerant, gratias acturus, ingictas a te ſupplica- 
orte pedes obrilti! Quis autem optabilior ad te nuncius adferrt 


Fu! aut nos ipfi quid felicius optare poteramus principium pon- 


<8 tui? Muret. Orar, Vol. I. p. 197, 198. Edit. Latbee. 
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ny repaired to St. Mark's, to thank God for 


10 appointed 4 jubilee Over the whole Chriſtian 
dal ſarld, for this ſlaughter of the Hereticks * | 


dich he ! bleſſes that memorable night in which 


ny; and calls the Pope himſelf 20, bleſſed 


im brought to him. And even to this day they 


im reeno conſervaller, tum demum fſecura regnantem filium ad- 


— Py 
* 


—— 


himſelf taught in his A.coran, tbat men are io 
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You ſee here the cauſes of the efficacy of 
pery; and is it any wonder it ſhould prevai 
der ſuch methods to propagate it? Or an ; 
any proof that the Church of Rome is the Churg 
of Chriſt, becauſe her doctrines are ſucceſs 
when that ſuccets is owing to ſuch violent . 
bloody meaſures? * Bellarmine himſelf, whe 
_ urged with the ſucceſs of Mahometaniſm, rightly Axcrab 
objects, that the great numbers who embraced it Yaenrs 
evere drawn over by the terror of arins, not by 1 040 
force and efficacy of its doctrine; and that Mahiny! 15 { 


Pa. wh of 
Un- Aotinat 
be Yer kn 


{their 
ieh a 

a0cour 
An; 


forced by ua to- If this be an objectan 4 
againſt Mabometaniſin, it dust be equally fb » Tree 
gainſt Popery; which teaches and uicth ue Hm.! 
fame methods of propagation, and hath {pil 5 
more blood in ſupport of her Antichriſtian a- er t 
crrines, than hath been ever ſpilt by the Mali Wl 
metan princes, merely on account of their fel Ade 
gion. So that the efficacy of the doctrines df}, e 
Mabometaniſin and Popery, is owing to the fame js 
meaſures of cruelty and perſecution; and there oy 
fore, if mere ſucceſs or eticacy of doctrine be 
a ſign of the Church of Chriſt, Mayometans haut 
as much a claim to that ſacred character as lth, 
F e 8 


There is indeed a very powerful influency Un to 


g. 


credit of it. For when once this falſe religidlþpj 


no Co 
2 Mahumetani autem traxerunt quidem multos ; ſed terrot u Its | 


morum, non vi et ti.cacia doctrine, Quare 1pſcmet Mahumctus . 
| Alcorano, Cot i 3, i 9. ducet, bello cogendos homlnes ad f19eth | 
De Not. Eccteſ. cap. 12. e 1 Li 
| | | 85 ith 


F 
Po. 10 got hold of their minds, it renders them 
un. Iinate, and averſe to all information and fare 
t er knowledge, and enemies to the very means 
nch their conviction and ſalvation: It fills them 
Kal, dach a cenſorious, uncharitable ſpirit, and with 
and ucour and malice towards all who differ from 
ben um; it too often prepares them for the moſt 
lily Secrable villanies, and changes the natural ſen- 
| it Nuents and dictates of compaſſion and tenderneſs 
le p an unrelenting hardnels of heart, and an in- 
met Final ſatisfaction in the puniſhments and miſe- 


{of others. For as Dr. Geddes obſerves of the 


>PÞraicks are greatly lamented and pitied by 
de ſen, when they ſuffer death; yet, when Here- 
Pt iz are roaſted in lingring fires, and crying out 
db. iter their exquiſite tortures, their ſufferings are 
at J, by perſons of both ſexes and all ages, with 
rl ut tranſports of / Joy and jatisfaftion, as are not 
sal met with on any other occaſions whatſoever. 
fade ch i is the ſpirir of their religion! ſuch . 
delt: adful efficacy of their doctrine! 
Whenever theſe are the natural effects of any 
| inciples, nothing can be more certain than that 
uu muſt be contrary to truth and religion. 
Jud, indeed, nothing can be more fallacious, 
un to argue from the prevalence of any do- 
05 us nes to the truth and divine authority of them: 
zur the Mahometan religion is much more uni- 
ia l than that of Chriſtianity to this day; and 
Pegſt Chriſtians, A. ianiſin could once boaſt 
us tucceſſes, and of having proſelyted many 


jence 


-ore Al 
tos b 


facafions and Kingdoms. And: at this day, how : 


Jay Nations embrace the Reformation, and the 
1 x n W 


— 


ad 


Irtugueze, though all other malefactors beſides 


_ Ciriſt as themſelves; and they have no ohs 
way to extricate themſelves out of this ditficuly, 
but by ſaying with * Bellarmine, that Heretic 


n ajorem partem Gothorum fuiſſe ab Arianis deceptam- 5 
igitur convertunt homines ad fidem Hæretici, non poſſunt. lil. 

Heretici habent quidem ſcripturam, ſed non habent Ws 

ſienſum ſcripturarum.——Neque etiam mirum eſt quod Catbol 
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doctrines of the Proteſtanc religion? And ther. > 
fore, if the mere efficacy of doctrine be a Certain bor 


note of the Church of Chriſt, the P apiſts mull 


WIS 5 
allow that we are as much the true Church d Rae 


ele Of 
ver- 


f {x rell 
only decei de men, but cannot convert them to i ſens 


faith; which is ſhamefully to beg the queſtion, «fruC 
but not to anſwer the objection; and Proteſtana ad: 
may, with the bigheſt reaſon, retort the Cy. 
dinal's words upon himſelf The Papiſts oy! 


ore E. 
e . Aintr. 
deceive men, but cannot convert them to the) lich 


faith. Papiſts have indeed the ſeripture, but wil Iious 
not ſuffer it to be read by the people, and leu Þ,nie 
not the true ſenſe of ſeripture: Nor is it an ur Ib, 
der that they ſometimes pervert Proteſtants; jir brrup! 
men are prone to go down into the broad and .- 
4 Way which Pepery opens; and God ſuffers it bh 
/, becaliſe of their tgratitude, who having bee 
= orc enlightned, have not brought forth good fruit. oy, A 
enſwerable to the light they have received *. 
To conclude this head; the mere efficacy, OJ, ,,, 
want of efficacy in any doctrine, proves noihig ze, 
what the nature of ir is. As error it ſelf bat ho, 
oftentimes amazing ſucceſs, and gains over il - 
numerable proſelytes; ſo truth is oftentimes &},, 5 


I» aut 


EK:ilon 
But 
it do 


pervertant ; nam proni ſunt homines ad deſcenſum ad in utes WE 
facilem quam illi apperiunt. Et Deus id fieri finit proper ing tam 178 
dinem eorum, qui ſemel ſunt illuminati, et lumini accepto boah FJ: |, 

I | 5 1. i,. N | | 756 
ribus non reſpondent, Id. 1 _ mn ſ ied 


4 


{ 
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170 and rejected; and yet remains truth, tho 
ler. „ bath few or none to follow her. Rven our 
anþriour himſelf was wickedly treated by the 
mul; and he had but few who received him, or 


b of Wiced his doctrine. His Apoſtles aſter him 


her te oppoſed and perſecuted, and the number of 
ul, averts they made but comparatively finail with 


lich, reſt of mankind. And yet they were dhe 


NitÞfengers of God, and their religion foun led 
on truth, and worthy the acceptation of ail man- 
un nd: And the reaſon why their doct ine had no 


Ire efficacy and ſucceſs, was not any defect in 


ail ntrinfick excellency, or want in the evidence 
lle uch attended it; but the ſinful prejudices and 
vil Friows paſſions of men themſelves, who being 
len mies to righteouſneſs were the enemies of 


Wh, and therefore enemies to the pure and un- 
A ted doctrines of ee 
1 

tobe Nor 2 


ber 


ru The next Note is, 4 the bolineſs a the lives "of 
{+ authors, or firſt fathers of our 711-109; ſuch _ 
P» Th, the patriarchs and prophets, then ap?: her a” : 


hiol uchers, and laſtly the founders of religious ode. ; 


4 Mo, as Bellarmine atfirm, were pivus, calle 
r l. 


5 oy 


\al Flons, and 4 not one f them good. 


1. I But am apprehenſive that the Cardinal W. 1 


* do his Church much goo. by this. Note 
dolce 


aram + 
grau Nt cleſ. c exp. 13 


n cle erceicis nullus elt bonus. Ibid. 1 F 1 
4 For 
piſed 5 5 . „ 


ſober, and endowed with all manner of vi- 
ts; whereas Hereticks are all of them very bad 


? 8 A vitæ derum, ſve primoruam pacrum Gs FREY | 
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For as Proteſtants, we acknowledge no other au. lie wo 
thors of our religion but Jeſus Chriſt and hö Nontrar 
Apoſtles, the holineſs of whoſe lives is a gten As tc 
recommendation of the doctrines they taugl. on 
and, conſequendy, by whomſoever that docttie Hu, 
is embraced, they may glory in this, as one en. Ianſure 
dence amongſt others of its divine original; Au H the t 
therefore this is ſo far from being a note that ay helr a. 
one particular church is more the Church d Iterefo 
Chriſt than another, that it is an honour which Ioteſt 
all churches may boaſt of, who maintain their Jaitatc 
doctr ines in their original puri. me 

As to all others, we renounce them as the au. Ng 
thors of our religion. For in the Bible alone h; J And 
the religion of Proteſtants; And though the f. Jr, m 
thers and doctors of the Church may be allowed, Iutior 
ſome of them, to have been excellent and good N 

men; yet they were fallible and liable to error, for if 
and had their defects and blemiſhes as well a Jiotiv: 
virtues. It were eaſy to ſhew this of ſome ofthe Ji Ch 
firſt writers in the Chriſtian church, Now the ach 
Tea] ſanctity of good men is no vindication of ther Jin; | 
errors, and of conſequence no argument that the Jim? 
Church of Rome is the true Church, if ſhe hath fte 
embraced their errors. The truly primitive 4% 
* fathers however knew nothing of her diſln- J anc 
guiſhing doctrines, and therefore ſhe hath no ut 
more ccuntenance from them than ſhe hath from tas 
the ſcriptures of infallible truth. And if the ho. Pithe 
lineſs of ſuch fathers add any credit to any cauk, bet 
khis honour will accrue to the Proteſtant churches; Je th 
who embrace all che principles they taught flom 1 
EE 


11 


he word of God, and reject cheir errors becauſe 
lantrary to that word. 


As to the ancient Hereticks, fach 48 Theobutes, 


Ion Magus, Valentinus, Marcian, Montanus. 
tius, and others mentioned by Bellarmine, and 
Iraſured by him as proud, and violent diſturbers 5 
Lite Church; Proteſtants neither acknowledge 
Jheir authority, nor embrace their hereſies; and 
Iirrcfore whatever were their particular vices, as 

| weſtants are not their patrons, defenders, and 
& Iniators, they reflect no more diſhonour upon 
Jim or their principles, than they do upon the 
« Ulery and members of the Church of Rome. 
And when the Cardinal adds, that the /efts of bis 
Ir, meaning the different parties of the Refor- 
Jaion, /prung from ambition, pride, envy, and 
Jird; if this was true, tis nothing to the purpoſe. 
Jirif the firſt Refarmers were influenced by theſe 
Tztives, yer if they really preached the religion 
ſichriſt, may we not ſay with St. Paul, Some 
Lach Chrift even of envy and ſty ite, and of conten- 
Jim; ſup poſing to add affliction to my bonds? What 
Jin? noroirbflanding every way, whether in pre- 
luce or in truth, Chriſt is preached : And therein 1 
9 8 5 yea, and will rejoice, Phil. i. 15 — 18. 
And indeed the queſtion is not how the Refor- I 
ſution came in, or by what kind of inſtruments 
as carried on? but whether the Reformation | 
the cauſe of truth and genuine Chriſtianity ? 
beter the main doctrines of it can be proved to 

; I: the doctrines of Chriſt and his Apoltles? If 
ey can, the Proteſtant religion will be the true 

| Þligion; to whatſoever cauſes the preaching of it 
Pi originally owing, | or whatſoever may be the 


cha- 


. 4 
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characters or perſonal faults of the firſt Reforms, 


Peter Vimſelf denied his maſter with oaths and 
curſes, aud was guilty of great diſnmulation, ang 
reproved for it by St. Paul ; and yet theſe per. 
ſonal blemithes were no juſt reflection upon th 


his providence is oftentimes pleaſed to make uſe 
c ven of bad men to accompliſh his own defigns, 
83 


and to over rule even their vices to ſubſerve the nde 


x | alt a! 
It may therefore be allowed that Luther hai pion 
Low t 
any conſiſtent Proteſtant pretend to juſlify him 3 a 

Jitine 
he was not to be commended for bravely oppoſing | no! 
the corrupt doctrines and practices of the Church Ne, 
of Rome? Bur when the Cardinal adds, that Lu. 


ther's ambition, and not being able to bear that tht |. : 
publiſhing the Pope's indulgences ſhou'd be traiſ- © * 
ferred fron. monks of his order to the Predicait 
s own ſect; this is neither | 
Juel x 
another reaſon of his con, in oppoſing the i. wh 
_ duigences; viz. * becauſe the uw nded licence of 1b 


WW hp Sag, Ho — Ps ON 
ridiculed by fome in the taverns, and »pojed tht , 


Holy priefthood of the church to ſcorn, ee Main-. 


| Purpoſes of his wiſdom and goodneſs. 
his faults, And who is without them? Bur dot 


in them? Or do his perſonal failings prove that 


© friars, gave riic to 
candidly nor truly Luther himſelf aſcribe 


preaching indulgences occafioned ma errors, wa 


 burg himſelf, who wrote againſt Luther, acknove 


\ f Tſtas poſitiones omnes coegit me ponere, quod vicerem alios falls 
ſanctum fſacerdotum 
| ecculiz manifelio ludibrio habere, occalione tam effuſæ hcentiz pi 


_  Opinionibus infici, a.tos per tabernas ridere, ct 


dicandarum veniarum, Seckexdorf, I, i, 9 13. $27» 


ant! 


not ö 
heran! 
duc 
Ihurcl 


cauſe of Chriſtianity. Not to add, that Godin | But 


Ludin: 


"06s Cl 


aly f 


me, 


hers 


tt; | 


T ledges that there Were Very ſcandalous abuſes con. | te 
mitted in the affair of the indulgences; and that i 11 


I:Ch 


uh n 


ce 


1 
wh not be denied but that this gave occaſion to Lu. 
traniſm 4. An abundant juſtification of Luther's 
mdu& this, in the oppolition oy began to the 
urch of Rome. 
ut was Luther as proud and | imperious as the 15 
I'udinal makes him; are there no blemiſhes, no 
Jices chargeable on che great men, doctors, and 

ſiunders of orders in the church of Rme? We 
It as Proteſtants be excuſed from an over high 
nion and veneration for them, becauſe We 
ſuow that many of them were weak and ſuperſ. 
ius men, who placed religion in e He 
| inences, whimſical ſeverities, and uſeleſs ce- 
{nonies, more than in real piety, and lubPartial 
nue. Others of them are canonized tor ſaints, 
. la for their blind attachment to the Ste of 
ine, and the corrupt ions of that Church; and 
n. lr zeal againſt the pure and uncorrupted do- 
ines of Chriſt, and the proſeſſors of them. 
be. {bers of them were inſolent, bloody-minded and 
Jl perſecutors; ſuch as St Francis and Domi- 
It, who introduced the Inquiſition, and were the 
| nzfion of innumerable violences and murders. 
lch men may pals for ſaints in the Church of 
Jme, which ſanctifies the moſt outragious wicked- 
es when committed for her benefit and ſup- 
it; but wich others, who have not diveſted rhem- 
| hes of all humanity, they will be abhorred and 
; Iiteſted, as the plagues and curſes of mankind. 
5 mongſt theſe holy men and doctors, in which N 
bal Church of Rome glories, tis pity the Cardinal 


rium Pub not produced the Popes, thole vikble heads 
pe] 


len, L 1. Se. 6. 


ut 


of 


e An. © nee 

of their Hierarchy, thoſe holy ſucceſſors of I" 
Peter, under whom, as we are told, the whald Noth! 
Chriſtian flock is united. But the reaſon of 1 good 
Cardinal's ſilence on this head is obvious. H. were. 
well knew the men, and that he had nothin o nd I 
boaſt of in their lives and characters. Pla: o m. 
expreſly calls many of them ſhort- liv'd monſter; he 


t and tells us, chat they obtained the Popedom ” ally 


ebſteemed as the moſt wicked, degenerate, and 


. Gotha, gives the following account of the miſe- 


| * abominable and foul a beaſt, that ic could not 
| <« be ſufficiently defcribed by Paul and fon: 


bribes; that they departed from the ſteps of Peter, bo 


were influenced by ambition, and governed by. be g 
the moſt implacable reſentments and hatred e 
So chat if che Church of Rome is to be judged of FN. 


by the characters of her Popes, ſhe muſt be 5 
"Fic. 


 profligate church in the whole word. fin 
| Jila 


As to the Proteſtant laity, it muſt be acknow. I": 
ledged that many of them are very corrupt, ant 3g 
live very unſuitable to the privileges they enjoy. ap 
But when the Cardinal adds, ex Hereticis nullu . 
et bonus, ns Heretick is good; this is a ſpecimen of 8285 
. his charity, and needs no anſwer. There were, \ 5 
I queſtion not, too much reaſon for the com. 25 
plaints of the firſt Reformers againſt many wo fe 
pretended to embrace the Reformation; but were * 
thoſe of the Romiſh communion leſs criminal? 1 


„ : In! it 
Myconius, who was paſtor and ſuper-intendant of 9 


Lage = \ on 
Table condition of the Church before the Retor-} . 
mation . The Antichriſtian Papacy was 0] 


« The paſſion and ſatisfaction of Chriſt was = 
„ EE 7 , | 


i 


Jreated like Homer's Odyſſees, as a mere hi ſtory. 
Vothing was mentioned about works really 


pod; theſe were mean things. All methods 
n ere invented to bring in money to the prieſts 
He nd monks: They that gave moſt, were ſure 
. p merit eternal life. Rapes and adulteries | 
er ere common. Theſe were fmall crimes, 
es be ped Bp ch papal iodulpeice, 
wel Whores an | whore-mongers came to purchaſe 
| by the grace of it. And as to the prieſts them- 
8 8 ee, the canons, monks, and others of the 
Y y, in the town of Gotha, the ſame author 
qof them, © They were eſteemed ſacred, and 
ch as could merit heaven for us. But their 
Iixtaviour was ſo. very vile and profligate, as 
lat nothing in the whole world could exceed 
. Ji: For being prohibired matrimony, and not 
by Jing: the gift of continency, they filled the 
'Jity with rapes, adulteries, and fodomitical 


aimes. I forbear to mention many other te- 


0 ö nonles of the like nature; and ſhall only add, | 
on. Ftbough, to the reproach of Proteſtants, there 


ho] 


d of I 
de 
and 


ber beit vices are far from exceeding thoſe of 
1 y Papiſts ; even thoſe that are committed at . 
air elf, nor only by che lairy, but by their | 
F cardinals, biſhops, and prieſts. So little 
fad lon have they to boaſt of the holineſs and 

f o ue of rhoſe of their communion. Longs] 
not 


was bellarminé's next Note is, The glory of miracles, | 

A ckis mark he divides into two parts: 1. That 

ſacles are neceſſary for the confirmation of a new 
red ne Mt oY | e 25 Faith, 


ated] 


. b . 


many of them very corrupt and immoral, 


that therefore Proteſtants cannot be the tri 


1 principles contrary to ſuch as have been lon 


8 18 
Faith, and extraordinary miſſian. 2. That t. 
miracles are effectual and ſufficient for this yy 
foe “. From the firſt of theſe, the Cardinal jr that 
fers that the Proteſtants have not the true Churſi acc 
amongſt them; and from the latter, that mglppine! 
true Church is the Church of Rome. Let us conic; 
ſider each of theſe a little diſtinaly, Add u 
I. Miracles are neceſſary for the confirmari]ss of 
of a new faith and an extraordinary miſſion, 1 - 
0 
5 
ome 
z con 


he N 


ot CO! 
fa rat! 


Church; becauſe, though they preach a ne 
faith, and are nor ſent by the ordinary prelate 
they have no miracles to confirm their doctriſꝶ cor 
or miſſion. This is roundly ſaid ; but it hatff{mire 
the misfortune to be partly falſe, and partly u 9 
thing to the purpoſe. For,  FÞibe 

(..) Tis not univerſally true, that miracles aq (eſe 

neceſſary for the confirmation of a new faith; i te i 

neitt 


xpro, 
[mira 
Nor « 
tir ha 
dor 
W the 
led, 

wh 
engt! 
verſ 
UC ma 
u th 
„„ hs es e 
V Gloria Miraculorum. Sunt autem duo fundamenta præmitte n thy 
Unum, quod miracula ſint neceſſaria ad novam fidem, vel extra 


receiv'd, and embrac'd by the generality of mat 
kind; in which reſpect, principles of everlaſt 
truth may be ſaid to be new: For the main prin 
ciples of all true religion are founded in the vel 
reaſon and nature of things, and demonſtrable! 
the minds of all impartial conſiderers by d 
ſttrongeſt arguments, and need not the help 
miracles to confirm them; and can never be mat 
one jot more certain and true than they are 
theinſelves, though ever ſo many wonders ſhoul 
be wrought in ſupport of them. Thus the bell 
and perfections of God, that he, and he only, | 


2 


narium miſſonem, Alterum, quod ſint eflicacia et ſuffcientia. 5. % 


4 


3 <4 


EY 3 


he worſhiped and adored; that his worſhip 
Li conſiſt in purity of heart, and holineſs of 


ke 
pur rather than in external rites and ceremonies z 
al inf that moral virtue is more excellent in it ſelf, 
ur acceptable to God, and conducive to the 


pineſs of mankind, than immorality and vice: 


s of reaſon and truth, and are eaſily diſco- 
able by mens reaſonable powers without any 


aſtinÞ miracles, 


© the doctrines of true religion, when firſt pub- 


Soft their truth; and as they have truth and rea- 


Tee, and the like great articles of religion, 
1d upon the certain and unalterable founda- 


& of revelation, if they will make a right and 
Hutial uſe of them; and though miracles may 
Slbmetimes proper to awaken mens attention to 
; conſideration of theſe things, yer they need 
&nicacles to aſcertain their truth and certainty, 
q oblige men to believe and embrace them. 
Þitherefore, whoſoever teaches ſuch principles 
A tbeſe, he deſerves to be believed and credited 

te ſake of the doctrines themſelves; though 
lonfreither pretends to a divine miſſion, nor gives 
mal proper teſtimonials of 1 it by real and | undoubr- 8 


In Nor doth the prevalence of contrary errors, 3 15 
Stir having been long embraced by nations and 
| edoms, make any alteration in the caſe: For 


bed, will appear new to choſe, who have been 
| weht up in old ſuperſtitions, which have been 
agthned and confirmed by long practice, and 
Aver ſal example; ; yet when they are agreeable to, 
may be demonſtrated by the moſt evident rea- 
„ their appearing new can be no argument a- 


— 
— d —— — — 


Fl thus to ſupport them, tis abſurd to expect or 
2 8 demand 
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demand miracles to ce VV 
eee 3 them. And there ions of 
ee eee, no pretences to Miracks Ide ha 

ye | 1 of their doct 5 5 
when they firſt RT trines; and dy out an) 

. * preached them, they were f 1 
new, as they were conrrary 7 err qt 
Papery, which had univerſally obtained for . : 
ral ages; yet as they were many of ined for fer, be 
able to the moſt certain princi les of beau . 
on was ſufficient to e their om” we xr the 
e eo ae evidence Wee, Bs 
to expect the teſtimony of miracles, in p Eu 8 
angels, and dead men, and dead bodies proof th ite! 
pictures, old relicks, croſſes and the lr _ 
e 3 worſhiped, is as Idle and . | Pp 
deman miracles to prove that a man! p e e 
S 
perſon who was crucified and died upon it Jenn | 5 
ee e 
B in reſpect of thoſe cd. iin 
ruptions which had for ſo many: e 0 
4 vailed in the Church bb ee, Es ow 
" PEMiracles ig confiren and , tl 
in reality it was no new faith, but the ancien the 
doctrine of the goſpel, which Was at firſt 11 | 
C 
1 se „and afterwards by his bu; Jugh 
Apoſtles, God himſelf bearing them witneſs, by diu: Jr 
gifts and miracles, and ſigus of the Holy 850% by Ie 
5 which it was abundantly proved to be the Join th 
of God, and upon which account all farther ptock lee 
became entirely needleſs. The Reformation in Jes 
troduced no new goſpel, but was only a revinil I pon 
of the old one; it only cleared the religion ot pp 
N thoſe corruptions and idolatries, aud Hine 
wiuranies, Wich which the follies and ſuperfi le d 
Ss __ 


ons of men had blended it. 


1291 
And for this TY 
hey had ſufficient authority and aſſiſtance, with- 


ut any help of new miracles; v. the infallible 
ord of God, which contains an authentick ac- 


qunt of the religion of Chriſt Jeſus, and of chat 
riginal evidence with which it was ſo gloriouſly 
Ianfrmed. What need then of farther miracles, 
{ir the proof of what God had already ſet his ſeal | 
I; Was not that which was given by Chriſt and 
is Apoſtles abundantly ſufficient? If it was, 
Proteſtants have ſolid evidence to appeal ro in 
I:nicmatjon of their religion; even the unque- 
Iionable miracles of Chrilt and his Apoſtles in the 
lat age of the Church, which are the ſure foun- 
aon of the Chriſtian faith, and the only unque- by 
Iionable evidence that can be ſafely depended on. 


Yor now what miracles have the Papiſts to boaſt 


1; or that they can alledge in favour of their 
Jitinguiſhing doctrines; when thoſe dotrines 
. Iiemſelves were none of them ever ſo much as | 
Liard of in the Chriſtian Church for above two 
cle centuries, and many of chem not till ſeven, 
. i or nine hundred years after the publication 
As their doctrines were never 
| = by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, their miracles 
Jw!d be no poſſible confirmation of them; and 
j conſequence their faith, as it is truly a new 
ith, never preached by the Prophets of the Old 
Iicdament, nor by the Apoſtles of the New, many 
ges later than the golpel doctrine, and introduc ſs 
yon the ruins of it, muſt have had mirac 0 
port and e it, by the Cardina!'s à4 


the goſpel? 


rinciples; and therefore cannot be reccly 


de doArine of God, becauſe it hath not Has +: 
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miraculous confirmation, which he himſelf a 
lows every new faith ought to have. Farther, 
2 | 


3.) Though I will not pretend to ſay, that th 
Reformation was a real miracle; yet it was brought 


about in ſo unexpected a manner, and by ſuch ex. 


traordinary methods, as will juſtify any ſober 
per ſon in aſcribing it to the influence and condyg 
of divine providence. It came into the world juſ 


rance and darkneſs. It was propagated juſt x 
that was, by preaching, reaſon, and argument 


and martyrs. The firſt promoters of it were 
comparatively mean men, that had neither birth 
nor riches to recommend them. It was firſt pub- 


liſhed in a corner, and yet had afterwards an 


amazing ſucceſs chrough almoſt all rhe nations of 
Europe; ſo that it might well be compared to 


de leaven, and the muſtard-ſeed in the goſpd 
It was oppoſed as the goſpel was, by the powers 


of this world, and all the methods of the molt 


| cruel and bloody perſecutions. And yet it i- 
umphed over all oppoſition, prevailed againk | 
long eſtabliſhed corruptions, and all the arts and | 
violences of men to cruſh it in its infancy; till 
at laſt it became the religion of nations and king- | 
| doms, and continues to be ſo to this day, nol- 
| withſtanding the numberleſs endeavours that have || 
been made uſe of wholly to extirpate and deſtroy 
it. And doth not the hand of God appear in all } 
| this? May we not truly ſay, This 1s the Lord, 


doing, and tis wonderful in our eyes? If the efi. 


cacy of any doctrine be a note of the true Church, 
ſurely, as Proteſtants, we have ſome claim 


to it; 
efpe- |: 


ec 1a 


0 the 


any 
on 


(4-) 


| reach 
| * . . 8 - | the 
as Chriſtianity did, in a time of the groſſeſt igno-. n 
zined 
dns BY es |:lume 
and by the ſufferings and blood of its confeſſot um C 
Iilutel 
ven 0 
Jindit 
Iteref 
Jiters 
i emſ 
f walif 
Jy | 


„ fecially as this efficacy hath been only owing 
the Jo che nature of the doctrine we preach, and not 
phe Joany ſubtleties or violences that we have practi- 

ex. Id on mankind to embrace and receive it. 

ber J (4.) As to the miſſion of the firſt Reformers to 
u& Jreach the doctrines of the goſpel, in oppoſition 
juſt ſo the corruptions of Popery; as they did not 
0. Jirtend to preach any thing but what was con- 
3 Juned in the ſacred writings, and as they never 
nt, Jſmed the character of extraordinary meſſengers 
on m God, the teſtimony of miracles became ab- 
ere Jilvtely needleſs. They were generally ſpeaking 
th een of learning and abilities, capable of under- 
b. Jinding the original records of Chriſtianity, and 
a Jicrefore capable of explaining thoſe records to 
of Jihers, and preaching thoſe truths which they 
o Jtmſelves believed. And this was furniture and 


el, Jualification enough for the miſſion to which 
ers ſiey pretended; and indeed every man, who is 
ol! Jius qualified, hath a right to preach the goſpel 
. JfChriſt, and to oppoſe with all his might rhofe 
oſt Jurruptions which deform or deſtroy the Church 
nd God. %%% a Sg 
till Tho' therefore it is certainly true, as Bellar- 
dg: June ſays, that che firſt Reformers were not ſent by 
ot ie ordinary prelates; will it follow from thence, | 
ave Flat they had no right to preach the goſpel? By | 
c ſo means. For how came thoſe prelates to be 
all ſie Senders General? How came they to have 
5 The ſole right to commiſſion men to labour in the i 
fit- Jurd and doctrine? We demand a copy of their | 
ch, urrant and commiſſion for this purpoſe from 
it ſchriſt or his Apoſtles, and they muſt excuſe us 
pe · ſiom believing them upon their own word. The 
4 3 = 4s 


——— —— 5 2 — == — — — — © : 5 — = . 5 
7D == = — — — — —— — — _—_— - - - —c_ ü —— — — — — - — — — * 
— N — , . — — = — — — - 2 ES — 1 — — _ 6 8 57 — 
x — — . 8 — — > - — —_— _—S. - — .—— — — : N — — 8 . - 
5 — Co =. - — , = * * 2 "PETS — + — - . — nnhs 3 En IEEE — —ę—ê — —— , — FM 
T — — — — — == =4 — . — — ä = M5 3-47: rr * — * — — — 4 joe: r 2 — X43 2 — 
= — —— _— . - = = — — — E Pex ie IS Ke — "RIES  --- = => 0 — 8 
ba = 5 — - - ** — — — > OOTY — — * > 2 — *% — 


: roma mmm: 
nn ITE 


hi” id 6 - 
———_—_ = g 


> 


E 
The Apoſtle, writing to the ſaints and fan} 1 
Bretbren 45 Coloſſe, . Ge e * Let Ms os 
/ Chriſt dwell in you richly in all wiſdom, teaching? 
and admoniſhing one another *, And again 1 Jun 
your ſpeech be always with grace, ſeaſmed with 
alt; that ye may know how ye ought to anſuy 
every nan. In his epiſtle to the Theſſaloian; |; 
he commands them: Warn the unruly, comfar 
the feeble-minded, ſupport the weak, quench wt In 
| the ſpurit, deſpiſe not propheſyings ; prove all thing, Judir 
and hold faſt that which is good ®, And in hisfe. | 
cond epiſtle: We command you, brethren, in th 
name of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye withdray Ihe 
your ſelves from every brother that walks diſorderh, I ie 
and not after the tradition which he received of u. Jas 
Tf any man obey not our word by this epiſtle, ut: Jrlort 
phat man, and have no company with him, that le il b 
| may be aſbamede. The author of the epiſtle © h 
the Hebrews tells them, for the time, i. e. con- 
ſidering how long they had been converted, je | 
ought to be teachers s. St. James, writing to the Þ 
twelve tribes ſcattered abroad, lets them know, 
Tf any of you do err from the truth, and one cur. 
vert him, let him know, that he which convertet) 
| The finner from the error of his way, ſhall ſave a 
| ſoul from death*; by which he ſuppoſes one Þþ 
| Chriſtian capable of converting another, who Þ 
| errs from the truth, from the error of his way, Tu 
and faving his ſoul. St. Peter calls the ſcattered } 
ſtrangers 4 royal prieſthood; and commands 1 
| them, As every man hath received the gift, eu 


® Coloſ. iii. 16. 1d. iv. 6. 1 Theſſ v. 141. [ 
12 Theſſ. iii. 6, 14. Heb, v. 1122: james v. 19, 20. 


f 1 Pet. 11, 9. INE WE 


3 : 4 
Maul Iminiſter the ſame one to another, as good ſtewards 
ord {the manifold grace of God. Tf any man ſpeak, 
ng him fpeak as the oracles of God; if any man 
Le linter, as of the ability which God giveth s. 
Ind finally, St. John tells thoſe he wrote to: 


j warrant enough for any ſerious and under- 
| unding | Chriſtians to teach, admoniſh, and, if 


pde teachers and prophets, and to oppoſe them 


10, | Wehled Chriſtianity. 5 


n. The biſhops and prelates were almoſt all of 
tel) Tem in a confederacy againſt righteouſneſs and 
ve 4 Jith, The corruptions of religion were the 
one Fings by which they maintained their luxury, 
who np and avarice; ſo that it was manifeſtly 
Way, Funſt their intereſt to encourage a Reformation, 
ered Fcommiſſion men to promote it. Muſt there- 


ands Fre Chriſtianity ever remain under thoſe corrup- 


eren ns, becauſe it was the ſecular intereſt of the 
„ Flops and clergy to ſupport them? Muſt no 


11. ; 


1 Per, iv. 10% 1. 1 Jcha iv. . 


Iwved, believe not every ſpirit ; but try the ſpi- 
, whether they are of God". Theſe, and 
Jy other like paſſages that might be mentioned, 


ſey can, to convert others who have erred from 
e truth; to try the ſpirits of thoſe who pretend 


they find them to be antichriſtian and erro- 
Ins ſpirits. And therefore, though the firſt. 
' I:formers had no miſſion from Popiſh prelates 
| biſhops, they had what is much better, an 
2 0 Jundant warrant from the ſacred writings, to 
on. Jeſt againſt, and warn men of the corruptions | 
„e ſitde Church of Rome; and to preach to as many _ 
the Snould hear them, the doctrines of pure and 
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341 
men preach the pure and uncorrupted religion of .) 
_ Chriſt, becauſe the biſhops refuſed to ſend them: Aaacle 

and the whole goſpel become ineffectual to co. Ie! 
vert and fave men, becauſe the ordinary prelats fer [ 

made their profits from their ignorance, vict ſin it 
and ruin? Ridiculous ſuppoſition ! to imagine, or c 
that God hath made the religion of his Son tod HO 
pend on the miſſion of iutereſted, deſigning prieſi in nev 
and the preaching of his goſpel to be ſubject u ten 
the pleaſure of thoſe who are enemies to the PV: acc 
_ rity and governing deſign of it. The miſfion of i that 
biſhops and prelates is in it ſelf a trifling circum-huſe 
ſtance, of little or no importance, of which therefor 
is little or no mention in the ſacred writings; ad ed 
if men are otherwiſe qualified by the providence 20 A 
and grace of God, by ſufficient knowledge, byJ doct 
ſtropg inclination, and a real undiſſembled pieyÞtrine 
to preach the goſpel, they have one of the belificien 

commiſſions from God that they can defire, e; 
engage in this ſacred work, without any need dlhy ey; 

miracles to confirm their miſſion ; becauſe ef fe the 
man hath a natural right to propagate truth dig n 
righteouſneſs, and tis every Chriſtian's certallifmor | 
duty to promote the religion of God and the it is 

deemer, as he hath ability and opportunity, MlFthe | 
all the prelates in the world ſhould refuſe to Wi me 
thorize him; or, in the language of the Church Ch 
hy impoſition of hands to ordain him. But tb els at 
much as to the firſt part of this Note. I now coltzuſe 

2. To conſider the other part of this argumennes, | 

viz. the miracles which the Papiſts boaſt of Yidab] 
confirmation of their religion, and as wroven 350 N 
by, and in favour of their Church; or to pleſpuſtit 
that it is, in reality, the true Church of 9 th 


350 
nacli.) And here let it be obſerved, that whatever 
m Hacles can be ſuppoſed to prove, they can never 
on. ne the truth of real abſurdities. They can 
ale rer prove that the whole is more, or bigger 
ces Jpn it ſelf; i. e. that one individual lingle body 
ine, or can be ten thouſand bodies, and preſent | in 
thouſand places at the ſelf-ſame time. They 
{never prove that a ſingle body is it ſelf, and 
| woÞfrent from it ſelf; 7.e. that a wafer, under 
pu. E accidents of bread, is really a man; much 
n ab that it is God, che eternal, uncreated God; 
Suſe theſe are ſelf-evident contradictions, and 
fore incapable in their very nature of being 
red by any kind of evidence whatſoever. 
) Again; miracles can never prove the truth 
3 t&rines contradidory to each other, or of 
V erines contrary to ſuch as have been already | 
Ficlently proved by real and unconteſted mi- 
e becauſe this is abſolutely to deſtroy the 
4) evidence. it ſelf, and making it equally 10 
e che purpoſes of truth and falſhood; nothing 
Arg more plain, than that contrary doctrines 
not poſſibly be on both ſides true. If there- 
eit is a true doctrine, and hath been confirmed 
JF ihe teſtimony of God himſelf, that chere is 
ne mediator between God and man, even the 
y Cbriſt Feſus; no miracles can prove that 
6 s and ſaints are mediators as well as Chriſt, 
Fuſe thele are two oppoſite contradictory do- 
res, one of which mult be neceſſarily and un- 
| idably falſe. And farther, 1 
) Miracles can never prove that idolatry and ; 
tion is the true and acceptable worſhip of 
I that 1 images, and pictures, and relicks, and 
"2 5 INE --- 


[36] 


the like dead and ſenſeleſs things, are obſectz 4 ken 
_ we: ſhip ; both becauſe tis abſurd to ſuppoſe i, f ing. 


and contrary to common ſenſe and reaſon ; ang: jiſt | 


| becauſe God can never give a ſanction to his own $unce 


diſhonour, countenance what is contrary to hz} Tis 


own glory, or command men to give that worſhin {it 2 


to the creature which is not their due, but du Itbe 


only to himſelf, the eternal and bleſſed Creator H, 
And therefore, as theſe abſurdities, contradiftion {v7 
and impieties, are all adopted into the faith of he 


the Church of Rome, tis impoſſible that any teil Ife 


miracles can have been wrought by God in vin, ce 
dication of them, or indeed that they can be ſ Þ 00! 


much as capable of any demonſtration or proof, We 


Lis in vain therefore that the Papiſts appeal v % f 
the miracles of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, which P40! 


were wrought only in confirmation of thoſe ds. If 


1 Erines which were taught by Chriſt and his | fl, ( 


Apoſtles; and not as proofs of thoſe corruption, e. 


which they have introduced into his Church, ut 


the diſgrace of Chriſt's religion, and the manifel E 


perverſion of the great deſign and real tendency a; 
of his goſpel. Since therefore the miracles of uus: 

. \ 53 D Ss Io "> . g g . : he in Jie | 
Chriſt and his inſpired Apoſtles were wrought u 


confirmation of doctrines contrary to thoſe raught itha 


| by the Church of Rome, that Church wants this ihe 
proof of the truth of her doctrines, and of conſe c 


Guence this note of her being the true Church, ÞJ 


WV hat muſt we ſay then of all thoſe miracles of fate 
which the Church ot Rome boaſts, for a ſucceſſion fu g 
of many ages? I anſwer, chat ſyppoling ail fe 
real miracles have been wrought in indication (ad 
of her corrupt doctrines and practices, the workers 


= 


of them ate by no means to be regarded n | 


— 


E393: 


© ge lukened to; no, not if he who did them were 
i Langel from heaven; becauſe the goſpel of 

brit Jeſus is immutable, and the men are pro- 

unced accurſed who willingly pervert it 
o hx] Tis laid down by St. Paul, as one mark of the 

lid ut apoſtacy from the Chriſtian church, and 
tau Ide character of he man of fin, and ſon of per- 
uin, that his coming ſhould be after the working 
Nom f Stan, with all power, and figns, and lying 
th of ders, and with all deceiveableneſs of unrigh- 


"tel fuſs in thoſe that periſh": And, of cone 
vid dence, this power, and theſe ſigns and wonders, 
be  $:n0t to be regarded, as we value our falvarion, 
roof $f would not be given up of God 7o ſfrong delu- 
al 0 Js to helleve a lye. Hence our bleſſed Lord 
rhich Jucions his diſciples: There ſhall ariſe falſe 
> do. %, and falſe prophets, and ſhall ſhew great 


J big di, and wonders: But, behold, I have told you 
ions, re; wherefore, believe it not, „„ 

b, to | that if the Papiſts teach you another goſpel 
nileſt En what the Apoſtles preached, believe them 
Jency u; no, not if they perform unqueſtionable 


es of as and wonders. You may aſſure your ſelves | 


hc in fle figns could never be done by the influence 
welt! ithat Holy Spirit that guided the Apoſtles, who 
) this | ihe Spirit of truth, and can never. contradict | 
onſe-Þ own teſtimony, nor confirm a religion con- 
ch. ſuy to Chriſt's. And therefore, if the miracles 
les of Falted of by Papiſts, as wrought in confirma- 
ſion Jn of their errors, were real; they were ungne- 
au Fonably Jying wonders of the working of Satan; 
ation fenders wrought in confirmation of a lye; or 
and. 2 Theſl ii. 797. & Mat. xiv: 2% 25z 26, 
. 5 elſe 


5 ſupport them. Many of them have been prove 


l 

elſe the deluſive impoſitions of that evil ſpiril. T. 
to deceive and per vert thoſe, who have pleaſure ifes, 
 wnrighteouſneſs, and will not receive the love of th try 
truth, that they may be ſaved. SE 3 
The truth indeed is, that many, if not all, offi, T 
the pretended miracles of the Church of Rollt aff 
are the inventions of idle, ſuperſtitious monks Huld! 
or the impoſtures of crafty, deſigning prieſts, iert 
create in the people a reverence for their ow the 
corruptions, and to bind them the faſter in obe&feaf 
dience and ſubjection to themſelves, The lee, 
gends of their ſaints abound with the moſt palhme 
pable abſurdities, and romantick impoſlibilitiee@the 
their miracles have no characters of probabilinick : 
attending them, nor any authentick vouchers ht, 

E Ct 
to be mere frauds and cheats, and others of them If 
may be performed by men of common ingenuiſurch 
and dexterity. So that there is no proof of rear b. 
miracles having been ever wrought amongliif 
them; and therefore, tis with as little truth an 
modeſty, thar they boaſt of the glory of thei 
_ miracles, as of the purity of their doctrine. K 


e 206: 
The Cardinal's twelfth Note is, ' The light 
prophecy ; for as Chriſt promiſed the church t 
gift of miracles, ſo alſo he did the gift of proptecy 


In the third chapter of the prophecy of Joel. 1K" e 
this a ſhort anſwer will be ſuthcient, : 0 


Lumen propheticum. Sicut enim Chriſtus promittit e | 
donum miraculorum, ita etiam, Foe! ini, promittit donum propietiny | 


N That 


| Can. 1 


Fi | 


ſpir „ That prophecy can no more prove than mi- 


ure Iles, that falſe doctrines are true, or that the 


of tatry of the Church of Rome 1 18 the true reli- 
Jn of Jeſus Chriſt. 


II, offi. That the prophecy of Joel doth not in the : 


Rom tafſure the church that the gift of prophecy 
ks ud be a permanent gift: Vea, St. Peter ſeems 
ts, iert the contrary, when he tells the Jews, 
ow 
obe 
e les 


; palg 


ties? 
bliity 
rs th 
roved 
them 
nuit 
f real 
ongſth 
h and otial mark of the true Church ceaſes too; 


feaſt of Pentecoſt, 
the prophet Joel n, i. e. it was the real accom- 


Church. 


thei conſequently the Church of Rome can never 
die ont her claim to this character: Becauſe 
armine himſelf doth not undertake to prove 
his Church was never without it; and only 
Fitons three perſons, St. Bennet, St. Baxnard, 
1 St. Francis, who had it ine the time of 
5 60 lin, i. e. about the compaſs of one thouſand — 
bheelf hundred years. And therefore this gift can | 

To efſential mark of the true Church, nor the - 
of ic amongſt Proteſtants any proof that 
ere not a part of it; or elle che Church of 


race 


pet m Acts ii. 16. 


the effuſion of the Spirit on the Apoſtles at 
was that which was ſpoken | 


ment of that prediction by him; and there- 
the continuation of that gift beyond the apo- 
Ick age, was not neceſſary to that accompliſn- 
rn, and therefore no neceſſary mark of the 


If prophecy be a neceſſary note of the true 
—% it certainly follows that the Church can 
er be, in ſome part or other of it, without this 
becauſe whenever it wholly ceaſes, then 


— e Rome 


: 
TIN 
T4 


— ſupport them, I may juſtly add on this head, 


[40] 


Rome herſelf can have no pretenſions to this cha! 
racter, which, for the greateſt part of above dn 
thouſand two hundred years, appears to be e 
dently deſtitute of it. ED Ahe 
4. Nor indeed is there any ſolid proof th i 
they, to whom they attribute this divine g . 
ever poſſeſſed it. The many fabulous legend 7 
they have invented, and the baſe methods e Ak f 
Have taken to ſupport their errors, render all ii e m 
accounts of the prophecies of their pretendel b. 
ſaints juſtly liable to ſuſpicion. Men may ſome ume 
times make very probable gueſſes of future thin durc! 
becauſe of a certain concurrence of affairs, which# ch 
render ſuch events highly probable; without eck imm i 
deſerving the character of prophets, or indes gene 
having a title to the character of good men. Fntelt 
5. The religion of Proteſtants, which is d ies, 
religion of the Bible, was deliver'd by men relly#" er 
poſſeſſed of a prophetick ſpirit; and, by conſeeÞ h 

- quence, hath the confirmation of prophecy, A c 
well as miracles. Whereas, the diſtinguiſhing#the 
doctrines of the Church of Rome were none off defi- 
them preached by Apoſtles or Prophets, and ander 
not to be found in the ſacred writings; and thu {ch 
have neither the evidence of miracles or prophed 1 7 
Jow 


6. That amongſt Proteſtants, there have beg ll 


divers good and pious men, who have ſpokel 
of future things with great clearneſs, and which 
have actually accordingly come to paſs; and wil 
therefore have at leaſt as much a right to clail 


Nor 


[ 41 ] 


Norr XIII. 


TW 22 GRE 


Arte next note is, ® The confeſſion even of adver- 


tha es in favour of the Church of Rome; whereas 


gy 


edel If Proteſtants commend any thing that is 
ome Enable þ in any of the writers of the Romiſh 


ung urch, they act according to the rules of juſtice 
wech charity, how much ſoever they differ from 
m in the eſſentials of religion. And if Papiſts 
Leeneral cenſure, and reproach, and revile all 
nteſtants, whatever be their virtues and excel- 
8 ch fies, merely becauſe they differ from them in 
really fir religious principles, tis an argument that 
onſe & have neither juſtice nor charity in them; 
n conſequently can be no argument chat chey 


t eye 
deed 


1 


(hind the Church of Chriſt. 


id art 
I chu 
ph 


dead, 


ſchiſm, and great corruptions in the doctrine 


Ww her to be the true Church, notwithſtand- 
z all her groſs abuſes of the C Chriſtian religion, 


> boeh 
poke) are generally ſuch as have favour'd the ſu- 
whicheſtitions of Rome, and ſhewn 2 very good in- 


1 wil 
claic 
45 a 
in th 


fie of Laud and his brethren in the time of 


i Confelſio 3 Nunquam AT -calnntur Cat oli TOY: 
F aut approbailc doctrinam aut vitam ullorum hereticorum. 


. 1 16, 


33% ᷑ V eB 


L Catholics are never found to praiſe, or com- 
Ind the doctrine, or life of Heretichs: But this 
Ak proves nothing more, than that Proteſtants 
KE ie more charity, or leſs prudence than the Pa- 


ne of befides, all conſiſtent Proteſtants unanimouſly i 
pdemn the Church of Rome as guilty of here- 


E worſhip of Chriſt; and though ſome may 


nation co become reconciled to it. This was 
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efficacy, as the curſes of the church of Rum 
They neither of them prove any thing at al: 


e 
Charles I. and of all thoſe of the clergy in 
preſent time, if any ſuch there be, who are bi 
favourers and followers. They want to maj. 7 

tain the character of God's ambaſſadors, and the Ph, 
notion of a lineal deſcent from the Apoſtles, à at 
their ſucceſſors in power and dignity ; and there. _ 
fore, the Church of Rome mult be a true Churd 4 m 

to convey the ſucceſſion down to them, though | q of 
ſhe hath ſcarce a ſingle mark of the Church of by 
CArim belonging ro her. . 
But the praiſes of ſuch men are of as lit ],,., 


wrſe 


the irk. 


And 'tis mere trifling with the world to put the 
approbation of mortal men againſt the cenſure } 
olf ſcripture, and the ſentence of the ſpirit of J, 
God. The doctrine and practice of the church 
of Rome, are expreſly condemned by the or i. 
cles of truth; and therefore, it ſignifies nothing 
| though the whole world ſhould Juſtify or COM» ; 
ſon phate e nes 224 


dA oO T3 Av. , 


The next note is, * The unhappy exit, or deat hy. 
of thoje who have oppoſed the church of Rome, rar 
Thus the Cardinal tells us, that Luther and Oec ere 
lampadius died ſuddenly, Zuinglius was killed u {the 
war againſt the Catholicks, Caroloſtadius Wi hh 
killed by the devil, and Calvin was eaten up ot whe, 
worms, and died curſing and blaſpheming: Fe ci 
There is need of but few words to ſhe 


2 Infclix exitus, ſeu finis eorum qui eccleſiam oppugnant, Cc. 0 


2 


431 


d e impertinence and inconcluſiveneſs of this 
| the Ark. 15 5 e 1 

e ly For the arguing from the manner of mens 
an-J,,th, to the goodneſs or badneſs of the cauſe 
I the], principles they have eſpouſed, hath no foun- 


8, U 


nion in reaſon or ſcripture, and can proceed 
lere. 


um nothing but ſuperſtition or preſumption. 
urch s mere ſuperſtition to imagine, that God goes 
dug n of the common method of his providence 
h ot! 1puniſh the fins of particular perſons ; or that 
{+ accidents which prove fatal to them, and 
little erally happen according to the ordinary | 
ome, ſurſe of things, are inflicted on them as judg- 
al: Jas for extraordinary offences. Tis alſo great 


t he 


felumption, as it implies a bold and raſh de- 
ur mining concerning thoſe ſecret methods of the 
it af ne conduct and government, which can never 
urch ſernowyn without an immediate revelation. 
s. is alſo contrary to the plaineſt determinati- 
hing of the ſacred writings, and the judgment of 
Oln. Je Spirit of God contained therein. The wiſe 
Inga tells us, That all things come alike to all, 
Tre is one event to the righteous and the wicked, 
the good, and to the clean, and to the unclean 
2 him that ſacrificeth, and to him that jacrificeth 
eath 


FA the gens. 6 6 the ke, ad be that 
An Frareth, as he that feareth an oath o. And again, 
1 


ere be juſt men unto whom it happeneth according 
d in the work of the wicked ; and there be wicked men 
Var whom it happeneth according to the work of the 

Ip op qbreous a. Sometimes righteous and good men 
8: Pet off by an unexpedted ſtroke ; For there i 


P Eccleſ. ix, 2. ld. vill, 14. 


| 3 


[Un] 
4 juſt man that periſbes in his righteouſnel, Þ utte! 
whilſt wicked men live in proſperity, and lng a! 
long their days: For there is à wicked man E, wl 
prolongs his life in wickedneſs, _ Sn Ge 
The truth of theſe obſervations may be propre from 
by many facts, and therefore, were all the Ir the 
ſtances mentioned by the Cardinal juſt as he Her t 
preſents them, they would prove nothing qume! 
what he alledges them for, v:2. that the church lber 
of the reformation are not the churches off beg 
Chriſt, or that the firſt reformers were evil mut 15 
and Hereticks, 5 Piave 
But he is miſtaken in his facts, or hath wilahch f 
fully miſrepreſented them. Of Luther, he ſays, he 
that he died ſuddenly in the night, having! |, t 
chearfully, and in good health, eaten a plentiful it 
ſupper in the evening: But this is not true; fetish! 
Luther had been in a declining ſtate of health fing 
for ſeveral months before his death, and had h o! 
lived in the conſtant expectation of, and prepatz- As 1 
tion for it. The evening before he died he ſuppedÞ ir 
wich his friends, and talked chearfully with them hies 
both upon ſerious and other affairs. In the in- ue 
tervals of his pains he cried out, O heavenly Fi-Þ 
ther, though I muſt be taken out of this life, yet, I 
certainly know that I ſhall dwell for ever withFuat 
thee, and that no one ſhall take me out of thy bands frei 
And after a ſolemn confeſſion of his faith in f die 
Chriſt, the agonies of death came on him, and 7 
folding his hands together, he gently breathed out i 4 


his laſt, and diec. 7 


This is the relation of Juſtus Fonas, who wy M 
preſent at his deccaſe, as given by Seckendorf f 


ad 


Sp 2 Eccleſ. vu. 75 5 : d Lip, 35 Sect. 36. . 135" 


[4] 


1% 0 \utterly deſtroys the credit of the ſtory of his 
prafjng a ſudden death: But ſuppoſing he had this 
b, what argument 1s this of a puniſhment 
In God? A ſudden death to a good man is ſo 


rovel from being an inſtance of the divine diſplea- | 
e ine, that tis rather a very deſirable circumſtance, 
ie ter to be aſked of God, than deprecated as a 
g dement; not to add, that the preſervation of 


rchey her for ſo many years, from 1517, when he 


es ofÞi began to preach againſt indulgence, to the 
man" 1540, when he died, in oppoſition to the 
4:avours of his enemies to deſtroy him, is a 


vil sch ſtronger proof that his cauſe was owned, | 


J he himſelf under the ſpecial protection of 


wing e, than the pretended ſuddenneſs of his death, 


"ful * been fact, could have been, that *twas a 
; forilbment inflicted on him by God, for his op- 
ea ling the uſurpations, idolatries, and abſurdi- 


hai h of the Church of Rome. 

parz d. to Zuinglius, tis acknowledged, Sir he 
ppel fd in war, in defence of the religion and li- 
them pies of his country: And is ſuch a circum- 
e in-Jice to his diſhonour, or an argument of his 
Fs. ing a ſacrifice to the divine vengeance, or of 
et, IÞ badneſs of the cauſe for which he fought? ? 
with at then ſhall we ſay to Job, king of Judah, 


and, Peerning whom the ſacred hiſtor ian writes: _ 
h inÞdid that which was right in the fight of the 


and , and walked in the ways of David his father, 


dou] declined neither to the right hand, nor to the 
And yet this pious prince was flain in war 
| way Uebe king of Egypt : But did this prove that 


orf q | ſuperſtitions of Egypt was the true religion, 


1 2 Gren, xxxiv. 2. 


55 
"= 


and 
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in 


an impudent impoſture; and Bo/zec, from whom 


[ 46 ] ; 
in oppoſition to that which God himſelf had ela 
bliſhed amongſt the eos? 1 
As to Oecolampadius, he died, as Melchiy oltitꝭ 
Adams informs us, in a very gentle and defi vu. 
able manner, not ſuddenly, but after fifteen d j us 
illneſs, of an ulcer upon the Os Sacrum; Wy deze 
ing from beginning to end, the fifty firſt Pſaly Þ ad! 
a little before his death; and with his laſt Brea Jie 
crying out, Lord Teſus ſave me, in the preſence in CO 
of ten of his brethren, who agreed in this xc. Pure 
„%%% La OO eb 
As to Caroloſtadius, the ſtory of his being kil. Pen 
led by the devil is ridiculous, and hath no autho- 
. rity to ſupport it; the epiſtle of the miniſter of 
| Baſil, mentioned by the Cardinal, having never } 
been produced, and being no where to be found. 
Petrus Boquinus, who was at the funeral of (4. } 
roloſtadius, hath expoſed this vile forgery; and F 
tells us, that he died, amongſt many others, df 
the plague, which then cruelly raged in Gern. 
ny, and at Baſil, on Chriſtmas-day ; and that he 
Was honourably attended to his funeral by great 
numbers of the gcaded̃̃ l 


As to Calvin, the Cardinal's whole account ß 


| he takes it, a man neither of morals or credit 
ſufficient to atteſt it. He bore an irreconcileable fan, 
hatred to Calvin, for having been impriſoned at 
Geneva, and baniſhed from the territories of it ft. 
upon account of ſomething he had delivered 
about predeſtination. He was originally a Car4 


melite friar, and turned Proteſtant and Phy ſician, 


* Melchior, Adam. vit. Germ. Theolog. p. 57. Edit. Francof, 
- * Melchior. Adam, p d 77 


_ andMin 


ch Iiſticuted his wife to the canons of Autun in 
eln. gundy: An admirable witneſs of this infa- 
oy nus ſtory of Calvin's death! 

geza, Who was a miniſter himſelf at 8080 


2 Hadminiſtred the ſacrament to Calvin a little 
reath! oe his death, tells us he was naturally of a 
e fn conſumptive conſtitution, which he greatly 


. mired by long abſtinence, and indefatigable 


Þ and labour. He died of a complication of- - 
kl. Fempers, though the immediate cauſe of it was 
bo. Abma. A little before his death, the Syn- 
rs of lb and Senators paid him a viſit, to whom he 
ener Jie an affectionate and chriſtian exhortation. 


und. i month of May, in which he died, he ſpent 


(u. $oſt in conr? 'nual p. ayer, with eyes life up to 
and en, when. the Aſthma had almoſt ſtopped his 

6 of e; oftentimes. repeating the words of David, 
15 Jr Vent, O Lord, becauſe thou didjt it. May 


it he & 19th, he ſupped with his brethren, the mi- 


reat fers, and told them he ſhould never more fit 
Ih them at table ; and from that day, to the 


nt is h of the ſame month, when he died, he lay 


hom one almoſt dead, and at laſt departed in the 


redit Ft gentle manner, without almoſt a ſigh or 
able fan, retaining his ſenſes and reaſon to the laſt: 


01 is is Beza's account, who was with him al- 
fi Ft continually in his lickneſs, and at his death, 
ered is an abundant San of the ſcandalous 7 
Dar- vile account of Bolgec, and Bellarmine from 


ian, . And, though any man of honour and can- 


_ mpudent a piece of ſcandal; yet, to do the 


and) Nun Juſtice, nothing leſs could be n 


from 


y afterwards returned to 8 again, and 


ur would have been aſhamed to have retailed = 


— — ER ; 
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W dich is, * The temporal felicity, conferred hf 
God on thoſe, who have defended the church; fun 
ſays he, catholick princes have never heartily ai) 


prove the doctrine, or life, of Heathens or Hy, ; 
A ; | 


been all true; yet, if ſuch unfortunate dex |; 
prove the badneſs of the firſt reformers cauſe 
How juſtly may the argument be retorted on the 
Papiſts? How many of the very heads of ther 
church have died ſudden, violent, infamoy J. 
deaths? Platina tells us, that Pope Leo V. vn I. T 
depoſed by Chriſtopher, and died in jail through 


and ſtifled to death with a bolſter ; that Fobn XIII, 
a wretch, who, from his youth, had been addig. 
ed to the vileſt luſts, was taken and killed inthe , 
very act of adultery; that Benedict VI. was ſttan. 
gled or famiſhed to death in St. Angel's caſtie t 
Rome; that John XXII. who promiſed himſelf a}, 
long life, was cruſhed to death by the fall ofa}, 
new chamber at his palace at Viterbo; with mam I. 


mentioned, if ſuch kind of arguments were auf % 
thing to the purpoſe. But I proceed to . 


eee 
from him, who lays it down as a certain fach e 
S120 


That no Catholicks are ever found to praiſe or " char 
Nennt 


But, ſuppoſing the Cardinal's ſtories to hae un, 


ry 1 
Alatle 
Liote 


Aver 


grief; that John XI. was taken by the Sollen ; p 


other inſtances of the like nature, that might be 


Nor XV. 


-# De Nat Fe. Can 16 iii nn or 2 
= Felicitas temporalis, divinitus iis collata, qui eceleſiam defendeJ” © 
runt. Nunquam enim catholici principes ex animo Deo adhæſerunt y 0: 
quin facillime de hoftidus triumpharent. 5 we . 


* 4. + 
fach Bred to God, but they eaſily triumphed over their 


* mies. And for the proof of this he produces 
Ter. 


haye 


at ey Teſtament diſpenſation: But, that this is a 


1 u uncertain and fallacious note, will appear by 
: 


7 


tei Note of the true Church, it muſt be ſuch a note 
$5 peculiar to, and inſeparable from it, and as 
ger doth or can agree to any falſe and antichri- 

n church whatſoever; for no demonſtration 
ube plainer than this, that if temporal felicity 


mous 
m 
ug 
(diers 


I” 6 


_ ffentimes belongs to the falſe church, it can 


1 the Me 0ne. 


tle at 


many 
ht be 


6 


is 


ly as 


zu}? of good princes, and their triumphs, by rhe 
ered? of God, over their enemies. 


T0. 


any inftances out of the Old Teſtament, of Abra- 
um, Moſes, Zoſhua, David, and others; and of 
Intantzne, Theodoſjus, and others, under the 


FFlitle conſideration; for, if temporal felicity be 


ger be a diſcriminating note, or mark of the 


m J ow, though Moſes, and David, and other 
ie, $4 princes amongſt the Fews, had very ſignal 
ebe efles from God; and, though an adherence 
_Þ've religion and virtue, hath a tendency to 
hre princes and nations the divine protection 
blefling ; yer, that good princes have not been 
"_ nys ſucceſsful againſt bad ones, is evident from 
x inſtance before mentioned of Fofiah, who was 
in by the idolatrous king of Egypt; and from 
I Maccabees, of whom Judas Maccabeus wes 
In fighting againſt Bacchides, and his army 
kd: Jonathan, his brother, was treacherouſly 
; fr td and ſlain by 7 ryphon 7 Simon, his brother, | 
s traiterouſly murdered by Ptolomy his ſon in 
„ whereas the Cardinal produces the Macca= 
defenteF% as inſtances to prove the temporal proſpe- 


themſelves oppreſſed, beaten, enſlaved, and cu 
Tied into captivity by them? What were the 
= ſucceſſes of their moſt fortunate princes, in con 
pariſon of thoſe of Tiglathphileſar, Salmanaſar 


and the Jeus were ſo univerſally in the kingi%y . 
meaſures, that Elijah complains to God: Ti 


me ſeven thouſand in Iſrael, all knees which babe hk 
not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which bull pt 
not kiſſed bim: But they were oppreſſed, auf n; 
perſecuted, and had not one mark of tempo 
proſperity to prove them to be the Church of God. 


PP . [ 50 ] 5 uc 
But, ſuppoſing no inſtances could be produe 


ol 0 me 


of Fewz/h princes, but what had been proſperouhal, e 


were not the kings of the heather nations alto 


| nts, 
gether as ſucceſsful? How often were the Teafkcum 


Nebuchadonoſor, and others, to whom they wer 


imp / 


ſucceffively tributaries and ſubjects? Now, iflyor 
temporal felicity, ſucceſſes, victories, largeneſs of pls 


empire, and multitude of riches, are marks of 


the true Church, we muſt not look for the church j t. 


amongſt the Jeus, but amongſt the heathen u nue 


tions and princes; who could oftentimes boaſt af e 
this note, and poſſeſſed it in a much more rematk- abe 
able manner than the Fewz/h princes and nauon t 
% ͤ 8 
HhHeeſides, if temporal felicity be a mark of de e 
Church, where was the Church of God in de t, 
days of Elijab? Ahab was an idolatrous prince, f G 
and a great encourager of idolatry in his Kingdom % 


. 't 
children of Iſrael have forſaken thy covenant, aud | 
flain thy prophets with the ſword ; and 1, even hh 


only, am left; and they ſeek my life, to take ii In 
away*. 'Tis true, God tells him, I have f 


> R 5 


1 Kings air. 14 44. Ven. 1. puch 


4 


| E 

Much leſs can ſuch proſperity be a diſcrimina- 
luce mark of the Chriſtian Church. The Car- 
Coufal, elate with his own purple, titles, emolu- 
altolents, ſplendor, and riches, forgot ſurely the 
Jeakcumſtances and doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt ; that 
| carhhimſelf was deſpiſed and rejected of men, and 
tig laſt crucified and ſlain by wicked and ungodly 
com nds; and that he taught, that whoſoever would 
aſarome his diſciple, muſt take up his croſs and 
W, iH Nor had the Apoſtles of our Lord any thing of 
ls of; glare of worldly grandure and proſperity to 
6 ol net the eyes, and allure the hopes of mankind : 
ureh? F they approved themſelves the miniſters of God, , 
un nuch patience, in afflictions, in neceſſities, and 
aft o ſreſſes, in flripes, in impriſonments, in tumults, 
ak- labours, in watchings, and in faſtingss. And 
aden o the generality of thoſe they converted, St. 

tells the Corinthians: Ye ſee your calling, 
f le ren; how that not many wiſe men after the 
N be 8, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 


iner . God hath choſen the fooliſh, weak, baſe, and | 


dont ie rhings of the world, that no fleſh ſhould = 
ung hy in his preſence ®, And as to their doctrine | 
h e taught, all that will live godly in Chriſt Feſus, 
a il ſuffer perſecution*; and that we muſt, through 


Y 


ke And accordingly for three hundred years, at 


e It e, the Chriſtian Church had not much of this 


ven Ieh tribulation, enter into the kingdom of Gd t. 


bolt rk of the Cardinal's belonging to her, but was 4 


ball poſed to, and harraſſed by perpetual perſecu- 


au n; when almoſt every year produced new con- 
pore : FR 1 | ces „ 


3 


9 2 + ls + 


e feſlors 


God; '2 Cor. vi. 4, 5. d 1 Cor. i. 26, W. 2 Tim. iii. 12. | 


and may ſubſiſt without tem poral proſperity, een ſe 
aa circumſtances of the moſt dreadful perſecu- fir 
N tion: And therefore the Cardinal, as he begins Frer 
| his Notes with a mere name, ends them with a fee 
manifeſt contradiction ; aftirming temporal pro- fl 
ſperity to be a diſtinguiſhing note of the true ff 


and, a zealot for Popery, was forced to abdicate Fil 


30 


feſſors and martyrs, and the very name of a Chrj$cr0\ 


ſtian was made criminal. How then can that ks ha) 
a diſcriminating mark of the Church of Chrigh Tu. 
which that Church wanted for three hundreqhr C 


Fears? Or are the eſſential marks of it altetel hetic 
ſince that time? Proteſtants will expect ſome nad 


good authority for this, before they will eaſlybe. l 2 
lieve it. Beſides, what will become of this note nin 


in the days of Antichriſt, when as the Cardinal fiſti 
allows, ſuch will be the cruelty of the perſecutim? 
under him, os Fo hinder all the publick exerciſe; 
cf true religion s? If this be true, and yet if, à fal 
he aftirms againſt Sotus“, that moſt cruel perſe. fal 


{1 all 
we b 


cution ſhall not wholly extinguiſh the faith and W 


religion of Chriſt; then the true Church will, 4 


2 


Church, when, at the ſame time, he allows it fh 
can and will ſubſiſt without it Jan 


As to all che inſtances he brings of the proſpe- Jie: 
rity of Chriſtian princes, they are nothing to the Ihe! 


purpoſe; ſince it may be eaſily proved, that C. ur 
tholick princes have often come to violent ends, Fg 


and been very unfortunate in their wars. Henry Ill. ? th 
and IV. of France, were both murdered by aflafe | Uh 
fins: Mary, Queen of Scotland, loſt her head ft: 


upon the block: And James the Second of Eng- JA 


18 
| 8 De Rom. Pont, l. 8. c. 1 . " Id. Ibid, e. N Jac 
ff SE . 4 


39 1 - 
%ri&crown, and died in exile, How many victo- 
at has have been gained over Chriſtian princes by 


erle- fairhleſs men, who betrayed their country, 


1and were haſtily introducing a Popiſh Pretender. 
will, ih it ſelf, the ſear of the beaſt, is at this day 
even _& ſear of war; and Catholick princes are de- 
ſecy- ning each other, whilſt the chief Proteſtane 
Frers are looking on at a diſtance, and their 


gets enjoying the bleſſings of peace and plenty. 


ws it gs it. 


lud thus have I gone through theſe fifteen 
oſpe- es; and ſhewn you that many of them are 


E Turks? How many by Proteſtant Hereticks 
er Catholick Kings? Queen Elizabeth, an 
Tetical Queen, triumphed over the invincible _ 
nada, and baffled all the power of Spain, and 
a glorious reign of above forty-four years 
&ninvance: Lewis XIV. of France, that moſt 
Sritian king, had his armies often defeated, 
all his lawrels taken from him; and might 
e been deprived of his kingdom too by an he- 
f, fal general, had it not been for the treachery. 


llacious is this argument of temporal felicity, 
true Jifo little concluſive for the cauſe of him that 


o the pertinent and falſe, and no notes at all of che {| 


05 urch of Chriſt; and that thoſe of them that 
good, do not belong to the Church of Rome : 


n avoided by all as an antichriſtian church. 
Fiently belonging to her. Had St. Paul been wit- 


as of the Church of Rome, he could not have 


1 


chat, as ſhe hath no true marks of the Church 
ſchriſt belonging to her, ſhe ought to be eſteemed 


And truly ſhe hath the marks of ſuch a church 
sto the inſolence and impiety of the Popes, thoſe 


given 


[ 54 ] 


given a more exact deſcription of them, than h 
hath done in the man of fin, and ſon of perditim: | 
1. He oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above 
chat! is called God, or is worſhiped, 2 7. beſſ. i. 
2. He ſitteth as God, in the temple of ol | 
ſhewing himſelf that he is God, Ibid. ; 
3. His coming is after the working of Satan, 
with power, and ſigns, and lying wonders, and al ſt 
deceiveableneſs of unrighteouſneſs, Ver. 9, 10. 
4. The ſeat of this beaſt is Bahln, 
Kev. xviii. 5. that great city, In; 
5. Which hath ſeven heads or mountains Rey l; 
Z xvii. 9. 1 
6. In which. dwells: the woman, that preat 1 
whore, which is arrayed in purple, and fearlet Fi 
| colour, and decked with gold, and Precious ſtones 1 
and pearls, Ver. 4. 1 
F. That ſits upon a farlet-coloured beaſt, ful | 0 
5 of names of blaſphemy, ver. 3. Such as, Int Þ 
God, Moſt Holy Father D e Marimm 2 
E and 8 | 
8. That reigneth over the kings of the earth [| 
Rev. xvii. 18. 
9. That ſits upon many waters; which are the I 
people, multitudes, and nations, and tongues, that F 
ſhe hath bewitched with her idolatries, Ver. 15. 
10. Which hath gotten drunk with the blood 
of the ſaints, and with the blood of the marti t Y 
-of-Jeſus, Fe, . 4 
11. Upon her forehead this name is written, 
MYSTERY, Rev. xvii. 5. Tranſubſtantiation. 
12. The merchants of the earth have warel 
EY through the abundance of her delicacies Þ 
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vi, Þe.xviii. 3. by the ſales of indulgences, maſſes, 
> all Hicks, 48 * Dei's, and the like merchandize of 
e prieſts of Rome. e 
30 | 13. She deals in ſlaves, and ſouls of men, Ver. 13. 
. She teaches doctrines of devils, forbidding 
tm Pmarry, and commanding to abſtain from meats _ 
dal duch God hath created to be received with 
d. Pukſgiving, 1 77m. iv. 1, Sc. And, 
n, 16. She hath beguiled men by a voluntary humi- 
In and hath introduced and eſtabliſhed the wor- 
Nen lp of Angels, Col. ii. 18. and the honouring Ma- 
Jzms, i. e. the ſouls of dead men, with gold, and 
er, and precious ſtones, and valuable things, by 


images; both which are adorned in the Church 
lame in the moſt ſumpruous and coſtly manner. 
ITheſe fifreen notes I would oppoſe to the Car- 
Ju!'s; and I, in my conſcience, think they every 
I: belong to the Church of Rome. And as theſe 
&*idently the marks of Antichriſt, of that beaſt 


I"mleſs pit, let us all rake heed how we worſhip - 


If, and receive his mark in his forchead, or in 
lend, the ſame ſhall drink of the wine of the 

Turbo, God, which is poured out without mixture 
the cup of bis indignation *, And when we 


tren, rd of God, and the teſtimony which they held, 
.us, in abhorrence of this impiety and cruelty, 
axed out: How LONG, O LoRD, HOLY AND TRUE, 
cies, fer THOU NOT JUDGE AND AVENGE THEIR 
op, oN THEM THAT DWELL ON THE EARTH! 


Rev, 


Rey. xiv. 10. 


Invocation of ſaints, veneration of their relicks 


Fich it was propheſied ſhould aſcend out of the 


| cel ve her mark: For, if any man worſhip 1 5 


Fukof the ſouls of thoſe which the hath Hain for 


. 
Adhere therefore, my brethren, to the Prata 
ſtant religion; I mean the religion of the New 
Teſtament, which contains the whole of the 


Chriſtian ſcheme, and is your ſureſt guide to fil. 


vation and happineſs. If, indeed, you are in lac 


with ſlavery, and would have lordly prieſts 9. 


rannize over your conſciences, your perſons, aul 
eſtates; if you chooſe ignorance inſtead of know. 1 
ledge, ſuperſtition and idolatry inſtead of pure | 
and acceptable religion, and regard more the in-. 


ventions of men than the commands of God, 
Popery is the religion ready for your acceptance: 
But, if you love your God, your Redeemer, your 


ſouls, your bodies, your children, your eſtates, | 
and country, Popery muſt be your abhorrence; 
which is a religion only fit for ſlaves and fook, | 
who have ſacrificed all the valuable intereſts of 
mankind, or have not ſenſe ſufficiently to pte 
them. Be thankful to God therefore for the pi- 
vileges you enjoy; educate your children firmly ] 
in the principles of civil and religious liberty, } 
Walk worthy your obligations and privileges, 
that God may not be provoked to withdraw his 


protection from you; nor to give you up into the 1 


hands of men, who, where-ever they prevail, 

bring ruin and ſlavery, inquiſitions and tortures | 

with them; and whole true character it is, TAT 
THEIR TENDER MERCIES ARE CRUELTIES, 


W 
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